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K-12 Academic Improvement  
Performance Measure Instructions 

2018 - 2019 
 
Problem Statement:  While data from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (known as the 
“Nation’s Report Card”) shows that the academic performance of Washington state’s students is, on average, 
higher than that of students in most other states, a disproportionate percentage of low-income students 
(defined as those eligible for the federal free or reduced-price meal program) and students with special needs 
have below standard academic performance in Math and Literacy/English Language Arts. According to 2017 
data from the Washington State Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 473,309 (46%) of the state’s 
K-12 students are low-income and 151,649 (13.8%) are identified as special needs. While over one-third (35%) 
of all 3rd- to 8th-grade students are below-standards in math and over one-third (42%) are below-standards in 
literacy, low-income students perform even worse: 65% do not meet standards in math and 59% do not meet 
standards in literacy. Similar disparities exist at the high school level. In 9th grade, the course failure rate is 
12% for middle- to upper-income students and 35% for low- income students. Students who end their ninth 
grade year off-track are four times less likely to graduate from high school than those who are on track 
(University of Chicago CCSR, Preventable failure Research summary, April 2014). 
 
Describe Interventions: Research – including a study of tutoring providing by AmeriCorps Members and the 
volunteers they recruited – shows that tutoring programs are effective at improving academic performance 
(MDRC, 2014) and that these programs work even when they are not highly structured (Rittner et al, 2009).  
Full Time AmeriCorps Members will be placed at project sites across the state and, with the volunteers they 
recruit, will provide low-income students and students with special or exceptional needs in K12 schools with 
evidence-informed tutoring and other academic supports in literacy and/or math. Tutoring will occur one-on-
one and/or in small groups of up to four students at least 60 minutes weekly for 12 to 26 weeks, before, during, 
or after school and/or in summer.  Students will be considered as “completing” the program when the full 
number of tutoring sessions has been provided and/or the student receives a pre-designated dosage of 
tutoring. Students who achieve the outcome objective before those two conditions have occurred will also be 
counted as having completing the program. WSC will also verify sites’ use of evidence-based assessments, 
strategies, curricula, and/or materials; ensure members and sites select appropriate data collection tools to 
measure effectiveness of program implementation; and ensure tools are administered with fidelity. Analysis of 
student data to inform tutoring will be conducted by teachers or other academic specialists. Project sites must 
serve economically disadvantage student who meet the eligibility criteria for free (at or below 130% of poverty) 
or reduced (between 130% to 185% of poverty) lunch or enrolled in a school where the majority of students are 
eligible for free or reduced lunch; may or may not actually be accessing free/reduced lunch. 
 
Output 1: Report the number of students who START participation in the WSC-sponsored K-12 
Academic Improvement AmeriCorps Program.   
 

 Count each student only ONCE, during the quarter they start participation. 

 Assessments should be administered to the students before they START participation and again near 
the end of the service delivery period to measure student progress.   

 Eligibility:  Eligible for free (at or below 130% of poverty) or reduced (between 130% and 185% of 
poverty) lunch or enrolled in a school where the majority of students are eligible for free or reduced 
lunch; students may or may not actually be accessing free/reduced lunch. 

 Student tracking logs will include, at a minimum, student name or identifier, grade, school, teacher 
name, tutor name, academic goal (math or literacy ELA), tutoring intervention (1X1 or group) dosage 
(60 minutes weekly for 12 to 26 weeks) start and exit date, and pre and post program assessment(s) 
used to ensure intervention dosage requirements are met. 

 
Output 2: Report the number of students who complete participation in the WSC-sponsored K-12 
Academic Improvement AmeriCorps program.  
 

 Track and report an unduplicated count of students who complete participation in the tutoring activity. 
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 By year end, at least 75% of students will complete participation in WSC – sponsored K-12 Academic 
Improvement education programs. 

 Completion is defined as such: when the full number of tutoring sessions has been provided and/or the 
student receives a pre-designated dosage of tutoring. Students who achieve the outcome objective 
before those two conditions have occurred will also be counted as having completing the program.  

 
Outcome 1: – Report the number of students who demonstrate improved academic performance in 
literacy and/or math after completing the AmeriCorps Program 
 

 Students must have completed the program before being counted as demonstrating improvement. 

 By year end, at least 50% of students that complete participation in WSC-sponsored K-12 Academic 
Improvement education programs will demonstrate improved academic performance in literacy and/or 
math. 

 Improved academic performance must be measured by an approved standardized test of reading 
and/or math. 

 View sample assessments at the following link:   http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-
monitoring 

 To be counted as having “improved academic performance,” each participating student must 
demonstrate at least 10 months' of growth in math and/or reading, and/or meeting grade level 
benchmark (performing on or above grade level) over the course of participation in the tutoring 
program. 

 Sites will be required to define a realistic yet notable growth expectation, particularly given the range 
and diversity of students participating in the program. 

  Literacy Includes:  English, Language arts, and/or reading. (2018 CNCS Performance Measures 
Instructions – ED5) 

 For programs not themselves administering the test, the program will need to have some form of 
agreement, such as an MOU (memorandum of understanding) with the school or school district, to 
ensure that data for the needed children can be secured. Data are needed on the group of children you 
are serving, but not on individual children. Requesting data in this way is not likely to violate FERPA 
(Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act). 

 
Performance documentation must be maintained for a period of 6 years from August 31, 2019 and be available 
for review upon request by WSC, Serve Washington, and/or the Corporation for National and Community 
Service. 
 

Submit Quarterly Performance reports on or before 12/15/18; 3/16/19; 6/15/19; and 9/14/19 

http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring

